PIELD NATURALISTS! CLUB OF BALLARAT. 


EXCURSION/NLWS SileeT — JULY 1978. 

President- Mr. G. Binns Ph. 323670 
Vice-Presyvy Mr. R. Borch 428630 
Secretary- Miss if, Burgess 3342210 
Treasurer Mr. S. Reynolds 327721 


Meetings held in the Administrative 
Building at the School of Mines, 
Lydiard St. Sth. (unless otherwise 
stipulated), first Friday of each 
month at 8 p/m. 


. 


MEETING: 7th July - Mr. D. White - Wetlands Management - 
Clunes Project. Venue - St. Pauls Iflall, lfopetoun Street. 
(From Victoria St. turn right into Kast St, right again 
into Hopetoun St. Entrance to St. Pauls ilall is at the 
end of the street. Parking area available.) 


MEETING: 4th August - Dr. L. Prosser - National Parks — An 
International Perspective. Venue - B.C.A.E. Campus, Mt. 
HNTelen. | 


JULY EXCURSIONS: 9th July ~- Linton B.0O.C. Paddock - 
Working Bee. (G. Clarke Leaving Crockers corner 9,30 a.m. 
22nd July ~- Nerrina (lialf day) Leader P,. Murphy. 


EXCURSION 6th AUGUST: to Mt. Cole. Leaving 9.30 a.m. from 
Crockers Gorner (Armstrong St. side). We meet with the 
District Forester at a point between Fiery Creek Road and 
Flume Gully Road at 2 p.m. Detailed map in next issue. 


AUGUST 26-27: W.V.F.N.C.A. Camp-Out Meeting, Warrnambool. 


S.G.A.P. MEETING 10th JULY 1978. Members of B.F.N.C. are 


‘cordially invited to attend the monthly meeting of the 
"Society for Growing Australian Plants" to be held at the 
"F,. G. Hook" Centre at the Q.£.G.C., Dana Street. Guest 
Speaker will be Mr. Bill Middleton from Dimboola, speaking 
about "Victorian & West Australian Garden kucalypts". Mr 
Middleton is coming specially for the meeting and S.G.A.?. 
members are hoping for a large crowd to support him, 


TALK BY MR. P. DAY, Head of Geology Dept. 3.C.A.E. 2/6/78. 


Mr. Day posed the question, "What geological 
features are there around Ballarat?" (say a circle 40 
km diameter with the centre at Ballarat) 


Two main kinds of rock which differ greatly in age 
are found. The very old type ("Ordovician" toa 
geologist) can be called "reef" and a white granular 
quartz is a main feature seen today. The other rock is 
of much more recent origin (over the past 4 million 
years) and came from volcanoes that poured out lava. 

This basaltic laya has not yet been extensively weathered 
and the result is a rather dreary landscape. ‘This can be 
seen along the Leigh River. The earlier streams flow- 
ing north were covered, but the course of many has been 
established, 


¥ The old rocks nave been kaolinized and Vanched over 
many years and thia leaves a poor soil on which forests 
are found today. Mr. Day commented that even a period 
of 150 years may be enough to change the vegetation on 
an area, An example of this is the record that Major 
Mitcheil's party walked through the Grampians where there 
is dense vegetation today. The weathering of granite 
may lead to the formation of granitic sands (grus) as at 
Mt. Beckworth. On these there is a shortage of water in 
the summer and perhaps the high soil temperature plays 


@ roie in determining the vegetation that occurs, ‘The 


vegetation found at Mt. Beckworth is quite different to 
that found in adjacent areas. Where the kaolin clay has 
accumulated the soil is poorly drained and swamps occur. 
Angular quartz fragments are characteristic of the soils 
formed from this very old "reef," 


Basalt has no quartz, The weathering of basalt 
ieads to the formation of rotten weathered basalt called 
salamander and locally “chocolate soii," This consists 
jargely of clay bound into small crumbs by iron oxide. 
The resuit is a well drained easily worked soii that is 
ideal for potatoes. To the west of Ballarat the iron 


oxide is not available for binding the clay particles 


and iron oxide is found as concretions (euceanct yi: 


This country is suitable for grass,and Merino sheep 
thrive there. There are also sGme Manna gums (LE. 
viminalis). When tie volcanoes were explosive, heaps 
of scoria were sometimes formed and these are treeless. 


Another geological feature found around Hallarat 
is alluvium where material has been deposited by the 
action of streams. The characteristic of this is the 
presence of rounded quartz fragments, Orchids are 
found in large numbers on these alluvia. There are 
some quite extensive alluvia between Ben Nevis and Mt. 
Cole, -but the maps show this as mostly granite. 


H. Hooper, 


EXCURSION TO CRESWICK ON 4th JUNE, 


Eight members enjoyed the afternoon at Creswick, 
learning more about our Eucalypts from Mr. Allan Sonsee. 


There are some isolated Snow Gums, Eucalyptus 
pauciflora, in the area near to Ballarat and we inspect~ 
ed one of these north of Creswick. Snow Gums or White 
Sallee are identified by the veins in the leaves which 
run almost lengthwise. The leaves are thick, leathery 
and shiny. This tree is fighting for survival, time 
has left it with a hollow trunk, The trees grow on 
rich volcanic soil. 


Creswick used to be surrounded by Yellow Box, Bb. 
melliodora, except in the East, The flowers are honey 
scented and it is a good honey tree. The trees we saw 
were to the north of the railway and were growing with 
Messmates (£. obliqua) and Candlebarks (i. rubida). 

The bark of Yellow Box is similar to Peppermints, fruits 
are smaller, juvenile leaves have stalks, adult leaves 
small and narrow, buds fewer than the Peppermints. 


We inspected the brickwork on the beautiful three 
arch bridge, then continued on the South side of the 
railway to see ited Stringybark, FE. macrorhyncha, not 
common in the area. This area contains good flowers 
in Spring. With the Red Stringybark were Scent Bark ~ 3. 


E. aromaphloia and Messmate. The differences between 
the Red Stringybark and Messmate can be seen in the 
fruits, the Red Stringybark having projecting valves, 
the name meaning "big beaked", the leaves in the Mess- 
mate are oblique as it meets the stem, hence the name. 
Aithough the stringy appearance of the bark looks 
similar identification can be ascertained by removing 
the stringy area - the bark is yellow in the Red 
Stringy and the Messmate white. The leaves on the Red | 
Stringy are dull compared with the shiny Messmate leaves. 
Thank you Allan, 
Helen Burgess, 
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EXCURSION TO INVERMAY ON 17th JUNE. 


Lt was very pleasing to have a number of our 
Creswick Field Nat's friends join with us to spend 


an aftermoon in the Invermay bush. Ten car loads 


comprised the convoy, ably led by Mrs. Florence Chuk. 
Messmate, Stringybark and Acacia melanoxylon grew 
abundantly in the area. 
As "Fungi" was our subject for the day, we soon 
had our heads down, and were amazed and delighted at 
the number, and colours of species to be found. There 
were the tiny ones on rotting branches Polyporaceas 


generally (Bracket fungus), black with a white frill;- 


tiny blue Mycena interrupta; Lichen fairy cups, 
(Cladonia pyxiodes) Helotium citrinum and Nectria 
cinnabarina, The Russulla have coloured tops and 

are white underneath. Cortinar have colour both on 

top and underneath, The Collybia is a colourful 
orange, with slimy surface. Another Collybia was vivid 
green with bright yellow gills, and yet another with a 


black cap and white gills. Several fine specimens of 


Amanita strangulata were found, a poisonous fungi, 
tall stem, grey cap with white spots. 


Three stages of the Fly Agaric (Agaricius 
muscaria) were interesting, first cup-shaped with white 
under veil intact, secondiy flat and about 10 cms 
across and a third specimen 20 cm across and turned 


up like a saucer - bright red cap witi white spots, 


The clear jelly like frémella was found, and 
coral and flame fungus, to name just a few species 
for the day. 


Many thanks are due to Mrs. Chuk for her extensive 
knowledge and fine leadership. 
Beatty Gray. 


TELLA AMELIA BiDGGOOD. 


The club lost its best friend and leader when 
Stella Bedggzood, Life Member and longest serving 
executive, died on May 27th. She is sadly missed not 
only as a friend but as an authority on our local 
native bushland, one on whose knowledve and wisdom 
we relied, 


Like her name, Stella was a guiding star in her 
dedication and courave. itfer achievements in conservat- 
ion have assured the safe-keeping of many precious 
areas for future generations, and her bright, shining 
“example is reflected on a lesser scale in tnuose whom 
she taught and impressed with her ideals. She never 
ceased to search and increase her own knowledge so 
that she could share it with other members and left a 
legacy of knowledge among countless people, adults and 
children, whom sie had the patience and perseverance 
to teach. 


Stella and her husband Ted, central figures in 
nearly all our excursions and activities, became 
inembers of the club not long after its formation, In 
1958 Stella was elected secretary, a position she held 
for a record 13 years until 1971, when she took 
office as treasurer. In 1972 her services were honored 
with a Life Membership award. In 1973 she occupied 
dual office as treasurer and assistant secretary, was 
treasurer in 1974 and remained a most active member of 
the committee from 1975 until her death. 


5. 


tella was a trne naturalist with an inborn curiosity 
and insight into all forms of nature, their inter- 
action and supporting roles. Her photographs of 
birds and plants showed the same meticulously high 
standard she brought to all her work and won her 
many awards. She was a keen bird cbserver and had a > 
remarkable knowledge of small mammals in the district. 
But it was as a botanist in the field of plant 
identification that her expertise was most highly 
valued. She specialised particularly in terrestrial 
orchids and their habitat and built up a fine 
collection of films, drawings and notes on this subject. 


It is through Stella's field work and dedication 
to the club's aims that we are able now to enjoy 
many areas which might otherwise have been lost to 
other interests. As Jack Wheeler stated in The Courier's 
"Nature Notes” ; "It was because of her interest in 


‘orchids and other plants that she cherished two 


particular areas, which were rather remote, and it was 
mainly through her efforts that the Forests Commission 
declared two areas, the Misery Gardens (166 ha) and 
the Berringa Fauna and Flora Reserve (198 ha) special 
reserves early in 1965, followed later with the 
declaration of the Enfield Forest Park in 1973. The 
recommendations of Mrs. Bedggood were very much 
respected by the Forests Commission,” 


As a mark of further respect for her expertise, 
Stella was appointed a member of the Advisory Committee 
of the Misery Gardens and Berringa Reserve in 1967 
and in 1974 became a member of the advisory committee 
for Enfield Forest Park. — 


Stella was also a recognised expert on Mt, 
Beckworth and earlier this year was responsible for 
a recommendation, now being considered at Government 
level, to increase the reserve by acquisition of an 
area of private land. She was prominent in the success—- 
ful move for the preservation of the Clunes Swamps and 


in the Linton Wildflower Reserve project, and was 


appointed in her own right to the committee forned 
last year at Linton. ee 


She showed kindness, generosity and tolerance 
towards the handicapped (many of whom found in Stella a 
true friend) and towards learners - explaining, teaching 
and correcting with endless patience. She was prepared ; 
to help anyone who was sincere in a desire to learn and 
show commitment to her cause of preserving our heritage 
of natural history. She regarded the club's aims as a 
trust demanding total dedication and integrity, which 
she displayed herself at all times. Forthright and 
never afraid to speak her mind, she constantly set new 
goals and brought forward new matters requiring the 
club's attention, In this respect alone, she will be 
a sad loss to the executive. 


Stella earned the respect of all who knew her. 
Her devotion to the cause of conservation frequentiy 
brought her into contact with Government departments 
where she earned not only their cooperation but their 
respect by pursuing a course which this club should 
never neglect to follow --~- having all the facts at 
her command and ensuring that these facts were correct 
and valid. Too often a worthwhile cause has been Lost 
because the supporters have failed to be fully and 
CIES IE SY Amb onsuesy but never with Stella in command! 


 §$tella was indomitable. A few days before her | 
death, still defying the advanced state of her iliness, 
she was heading for the outback in Queensland. Jack 
Wheeler, in Ballarat at the time, recalled a trip they 
made to Western Australis when Edwin was a baby! This 
was in the pre-Kimbies days when nappies were a problem 
for travelling mothers. This did not prevent Steila 
undertaking a transcontinental journey that was some-_ 
what adventurous even in these days. Jack has an 
indelible memory of the Bedggoods driving across the 
Bullarbor with Stella flapping the nappies from the 
car windows, tied to sticks like flags of truce, EE 
they were dry - if incredibly dusty! 


We will miss Stella more than anyone can express, 
We salute her and offer our sympathy to Ted and their 
family -- and our gratitude that they allowed the club 
to SHS so mec of her precious life. 
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Stella Bedggood's contribution to Sovereign Hill 
has been recognised in a memorial plaque on a garden 
seat. Members of the Bedggood family, and lite member 
and friend Mr. Allan Sonsee were present at the 
ceremony and the unveiling of the plaque by the Mayor 
of Ballarat, Cr. J. A. Chisholm. 


stella advised the Ballarat Uistorical Park 
Association on trees and shrubs indigenous to the 
Ballarat area which should be planted in the grounds 
and was an inaugural member of the landscape coumittee 
formed before the park was opened in 1969. 


The respect in which she was held by many 
organisations and institutions was reflected in the 
big crowd which attended her funeral service in Christ 
Church Cathedral, when a moving tribute to her life and 
work was made by the Dean, the Very Reverend W. W. 
Devonshire. i 


SEMINAR ON THE MANAGEMENT OF SMALL CROWN RESERVES. 
The Conservation Council of Victoria, in conjunction 
with the Department of Crown Lands and Survey. 


{Seminar subject praposed by Environment Studies 
Association of Victoria and Upper Yarra Dandenong 


Ranges vrotection Authorit 
6 y ) Near Qu Ore TF Wee 


VENUE — State Film Centre Theatrette, 
1 MeArthur Street, Bast Melbourne, 


DATE Thursday 17th LEBER 2 pam. ~- 6 pam. 

ENTRY FEB $7.50 per head includes refreshments & SE 
CHAIRMAN 

OPENING 


INTRODUCTORY TALK by C.C.V. - Mr. H. RK. Jolmson 


SPEAKERS: 


1 Natural Resources Small Reserves on River 
Conservation League Frontages. Lineal Pubhic/Mr. Ed. 
Purposes Reserves. /Adamson 


2 Upper Yarra Specific Small Reserve 
Dandenong Ranges Problems : -~=- Mr. D. Pritchard 


3 Upper Yarra Valley Bxporience with 
Conservation Society Walking Tracks- Mr. Graham Paul 


4 Department of Crown History and Present 
Lands and. Survey Management of Small 
Reserves -- Mr, J, Cunningham 


5 Melbourne University The Importance of : 
small Reserves- Prof. G. Seddon 


6 Committee of ~~ Problems of Committees 
Management of Management- Mr. J.J. Mansour 


Bookings by 10th August at C.C.V. 324 William Street, 
Melbourne, SOS 329 5377. 


FINANCE COMMITTEE C.C.V. We are notified that there 
will be no raffle for 1978. Instead Trash and Treasure 
Sales are being undertaken, items to be sold at Croydon 
Flea Market and other places throughout Melbourne, If 
you have any saleable items (other than clothing), 
please notify a member of committee, — 

Melbourne address- Environment Centre. 324. William st 


oom Gon. son sh: sue vee whe fats sees SWS om eh on tats ton emt ak one oe iar Se oa 
CORNER OF THE STATE: 


The southwest corner of Victoria has much to 
offer the naturalist with extensive areas of National 
Parks and protected coastline ~~ forests, heathlands, 

wild remote dunes, lakes and swamps =~ all rich in 
varied plant life, birds and mammals. Some members 
visiting Portland in June epee a GEN or two in this 
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Area Of all too briet a visit. Sue Turphys and lioopers 
headed for Nt, Gambier and returned via Bools Lagoon and 
Penola. Martin and I visited the Lower Glenelg National 
Park, Mt. Richmond National Park, explored some of the 
spectacular coast at Cape Bridgewater witit its blowholes 
and petrified forest, the sheltered lakes behind the 
dunes of Discovery Bay, and spent a reward hour boating 
around the inouth of the Glenelg River. The wide shallow 
estuary provides a favored habitat for a fascinating 
variety of birds, most numerous on this occasion being 
the Pelicans and well over 100 Chestnut Breasted Shelduck. 
The river quickly narrows to a gorge, the haunt of 

agagles and numerous smaller passerine birds, particularly 
wrens and honeyeaters. 


‘The Lower Glenelg National Park (27,300 ha) follows 
the river through eucalypt forest and the Kentbruck 
lfleath, with an impressive array ot plants. The area 
combines forest, heath, swamp, river, dune and cliff 
asscciations and is a meeting point between eastern and 
western species. tore than 50 species of orchids have 
been recorded and the most westerly treefern gullies in 
Australia are located here. The park is also rich in 
wildlife. Shaft-—like caves in the limestone have 
yielded the remains of long extinct marsupials. Winding 
forest tracks give good access to the area and provide 
many magnificent views down into the river gorges. 


Nt. Richmond National Park (1700 ha) is a sand- 
covered scoria cone that provides panoramic views over 
Discovery Bay Coastal Park with delightful walks through 
the forested slopes. The park has 450 recorded species 
of native plants, including 50 orchids, and some 90 
species on the bird list. On a short walk near the 
summit we saw numerous Yellow-winged tioneyeaters foeding 
in the forests of banksias, Little Wattle-birds, an 
Australian Ground-thrush and Golden Wiistler, and one of 
the small wallabies which are among a number of mammals 
in the area. 


Margaret Rotheram. 
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BOOK REVIEWS. 


SEASHORES OF AUSTRALTA: Eleanor Stoddart & Ediric 
ce ie ate ES Slater, Rigby 1977 63pp, 

4 col. plates, 47 black & 

white plates, maps. $5.95 


Seashores, the source of the first living 
creatures, still provide a fascinating study of the 
essential battle for survival of ereatures finding 
existence within limited conditions and of specialist 
adaptions. 


While for some a beach holiday may be a surfeit 
of sunbathing and idleness, those who take the time > 
to learn more about the many creatures which share 
the seashores with them, will open up a never-ending 
source of interest for themselves, The first steps 
towards an understanding of the variety of animals 
and their requirements are vital to the beginner, 
Seashores of Australia is a perfect introduction; . 
the reader is not left floundering in an unidentif- 


iable mass of frightening information, but is presented © 


with clear concise information on plants and animais 
likely to be met with by the average person. If this 
book leads to the need for more detailed information 
all the better, but if it does not it will provida 
challenging and exciting outings for what could have 
been another boring day at the beach, 


But beware} Before you race out and buy, realise 
that you may be embarking on a lifetime interest that 
will make you chase the king tides when mors of the 
tidal zone is uncovered, that will send you crawling 
over reefs and headlands in search of new knowledge 
and that will have you ezploring even the most 
ordinary patch of sand for hidden creatures. If you 
want to add all this to your beach holidays, Rigby 
has produced the book for you. 


R. Johnson, in C.C.V. Newsletter No. 25. 
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LIBRARY BOOKS: The following is the first instalment 
of the list of Books ani Periodicals the Club has 
available for members use. They are stored at the 
School of Mines Library, Lydiard St. Sth., and member's 
stamped syllabus card is the entitlement to procure 

the use of a book free of charge?- 


Fungi - Lilian E. liawker. 
AJP.M. - Botany Mill. 
Fairfield Mill 

Maryvale Mill 
Woodchips & APPM - The Facts 
Forests Conmission- Third- Fire Ecology Symposium. 
Report on The Operation of the Softwood Forestry 
Agreements Acts 1967-1972. House of Representatives 
Standing Committee on Environment and Conservation. 
Comalco —- How Comalco Makes Aluminium. 
Bell Bay - Developing an Aluminium Industry. 
Weipa - Developing an Aluminium iNdustry. ; 
Conservation - A Geological Rationale - Peter L. bllis. 

; Geological Survey of Queensland. 
King*s Park, Perth, W.A. 
Wildflowers of the North-West - J. S. eard. 
The Buchan Caves ~ Mines Dept., Victoria. 
Augusta Jewel Caves - R. C. ityslop & C. die See ia W.A. 
Jenolan Caves — B. T. Dunlop, N.S.W. 
Australia's Northern Territory. 
The Mount Lyell Mining & Railway Co, Ltd., Tasmania. 
Wildlife in the A.C.T. Dept. of the Interior. 
Our Air aud Water - Special Report. Petroleum 

: Information Bureau. 
Respect for our Environment - Petroleum Tuformation 
Bureau. 
A Hangbeols to Plants in Victoria- J. ii, Willis. 
Vay lis oth AMO Z5 
The Alps at the Crossroads — Dick Johnson, 
A Coastal Retreat - P.I.R.G. hs hes 
Birds of a Salt Field - Roy !’. Cooper. 
Vicbortan Conservation Trust - Inaugural Report. 
June 1975. Report 1976. 


(To be continued) 


